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District Staff Re-shuffled Upon Captain Leadbetter’s Retirement 


(Editor’s Note: Captain J.W. LEADBETTER, Second District Chief of Staff since August, 1978, began terminal leave January 1. Though his of- 
ficial retirement date is February 28, retirement ceremonies for Captain LEADBETTER has been scheduled for January 23as RIVER 
CURRENTS went to press. Coverage of his retirement plus an exclusive interview with the Captain will be found in the next R.C. issue. On 
January 1, 1981 the following District Staff re-assignments became effective: Captain Thomas H. RUTLEDGE from Chief, Operations Division 
to Chief of Staff, Captain Melvin J. HARTMAN from Chief, Boating Safety Division to Chief, Operations Division; and Commander David S. 

SMITH from Chief, Boating Affairs Branch to Acting Chief, Boating Safety Division. The following are brief backgrounds of each of these men.) 


Capt. Thomas H. Rutledge 
Chief of Staff 


Captain RUTLEDGE, the Second 
District’s new Chief of Staff, had served 
as Chief, Operations Division since 
coming to St. Louis in August, 1979. Born 
in Washington State on January 16, 1930, 
Capt. RUTLEDGE entered the Coast 
Guard as an Officer Candidate at the 
Coast Guard Academy in April, 1953. 
Subsequent to graduation he served in 
the following afloat capacities: SPAR, 
operations officer (1953-55); BONHAM, 
Executive Officer (1957-58). 

Captain RUTLEDGE’s _ shore 
assignments include: Thirteenth 
District, Assistant Chief, Intelligency 
and Law Enforcement Branch (1955-57) ; 
Naval Training Command Pensacola 
and Corpus Christi, flight training (1958- 
59); C. G. Air Station Corpus Christi, 
administrative officer (1959-62); C. G. 
Air Station Annette, Alaska, operations 
officer (1962-65); C. G. Air Station San 
Diego, administrative officer (1965-67) ; 
C. G. Air Station Los Angeles, executive 
officer (1967-69); Headquarters, 
assistant Chief, Personnel Services 
Division (1969-72); C. G. Air Station 

continued on page 6 


Capt. Melvin J. Hartman 
Chief of Operations 


Captain HARTMAN has served as 
Chief, Boating Safety Division since 
August, 1977 prior to assuming his new 
job as Chief, Operations Division. Born 
in Rodman, Iowa on August 11, 1934, 
Capt. HARTMAN entered the Coast 
Guard as a LTJG on July 1, 1958 after 
serving an aviator in both the Navy and 
Marine Corps. From 1952-54 he served in 
the Navy as an SA and a naval aviation 
cadet, followed by service as an aviator 
in the Marine Corps from 1954-58. 

Subsequent to his Marine Corps ser- 
vice, Capt. HARTMAN’s duties have 
been as follows: C. G. Air Station 
Elizabeth City, Duty Pilot & Exchange 
Officer (1958-61); C. G. Air Station 
Kodiak, Pilot & Public Information 
Officer (1961-63); C. G. Air Station San 
Francisco, Pilot & Public Works Officer 
(1963-65); Nineth District, Assistant 
Chief, Reserve Division (1965-67); C. G. 
Air Station Kodiak, Pilot & Assistant 
Operations Officer (1967 
70); Headquarters, Chief, Operations 
Section of the Aviation Branch (1970-74) ; 
C. G. Air Station Washington, D. C., 

continued on page 6 


CDR David S. Smith 
Chief of Boating Safety 


Commander SMITH, acting Chief of 
the Second District Boating Safety 
Division, has served as Chief, Boating 
Affairs Branch and as State Boating 
Safety Liason Officer since August, 1976. 
Born April 5, 1938 in Wilmington, 
Deleware, Commander SMITH 
graduated from the U.S. Coast Guard 
Academy in June, 1960. 

Subsequent to his graduation, Cdr. 
SMITH has served in the following afloat 
assignments: JOUQUIL, -avigator 
(1960-61); CG 95312, Commanding 
Officer (1962-63); SUNDEW, executive 
officer (1964-66); and BUTTONWOOD, 
commanding Officer (1971-73). 

Commander SMITH’s shore assign- 
ments have included the following: 
LORAN Station Talampulah, R.P., 
Commanding Officer (1963-64); C. G. 
Mobile Training Unit Cape May, team 
member (pistol), (5/64-8/64); Group 
Charleueix, Group Commander (1966- 
67); Headquarters, (oan) Branch (1967- 
71); Base Honolulu, executive officer 
(1973-76); Second District, Chief, 
Boating Affairs Branch (1976-80). 

continued on page 6 





Admiral's Corner 


The Coast Guard Team in the Second 
Coast Guard District is getting the job 
done - properly! I think that it is ap- 
propriate to reflect upon who is on that 
great team. Obviously, regular per- 
sonnel comprise the largest part. 
However, the other two parts, the Coast 
Guard Reserve and the Coast Guard 
Auxiliary are vital components without 
which we would find it impossible to 
carry out our job. LET’S TAKE A LOOK 
AT THEM. 

The Reserve in the Second District 
totals more than 900 officers and enlisted 
personnel. As we all know, the primary 
purpose of the Reserve is to provide 
trained personnel who will be available 
upon mobilization. But, it does not stop 
there. Reservists are employed 
routinely in augmenting regular units 
within the district. Their help is noted 
and appreciated and is important in 
getting the job done. In the case of the 
Louisville Vessel Traffic Service, 
reservists come on active duty and man 
the center during periods of high river 
stage. Recently, reservists were called 
on active duty to serve during the Cuban 
Refugee operations. Without the 
reservists, regular units simply could 
have not carried out assigned duties 
during that operation. The foregoing is 
just the tip of the iceberg of the 
professionalism displayed by the 
Reserves. Coast Guard Reserve, Well 
Done! 

Let’s look at our other team member, 
the Coast Guard Auxiliary, which is 
made up of 5368 volunteers. Frankly, I 
find it difficult to adequately describe 
people who are so _ dedicated. 
Auxiliarists carry out Coast Guard tasks 
using their own boats and aircraft, and 
more important, vast amounts of their 
free time. Their only compensation is 
fuel, money and certain other expenses 
which do not even approach their out-of- 
the-pocket expenses. They are volun- 
teers who find their compensation 
through the knowledge that they are 
truly helping their country. I can assure 
you that the U.S. taxpayers would have 
to spend a considerable sum if they had 
to fully fund activities carried out by the 
Auxiliary. We should be thankful that we 
have such people on our team. So the 
next time you see a Coast Guard 
Auxiliarist, just give him or her a big 
‘Thank You for a job Well Dcne!”’ 

I am proud of our Second District 
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The St. Louis water level gauge reads 00.1 and rising as of January 15. The gauge is 
changed daily by the Corp Of Engineer. With the tow boat operators knowledge of 
the river, they are able to determine if the river is entering low water level. 


(Photo by PA3 Telfair H. Brown) 


Low Water Causes Traffic Problem 


The Western Rivers are suffering 
from an abnormally low water stage this 
winter as result of the drought last 
summer and little snow and rainfall this 
winter. 

The Coast Guard Aids to Navigation 
Branch, the Army Corp of Engineers, 
and numerous marine-related agencies 
are working overtime accessing the 
river status in hopes of keeping the 
situation from entering the critical 
stage. 

The areas hardest hit for the water 
shortest are the White River; mouth of 
the Ohio River, and portions of the 
Lower Mississippi River Valley, where 
water depths have been measured to be 
around 7.5ft. 

Coast Guard LTJG John R. Lynch, 
Second Coast Guard District Operations 
Officer, explained that this year the 
water level is reaching the critical stage. 

“The water level drops low every 
winter,’’ said Lynch. ‘‘Nine feet is the 
minimum navigable depth. The corps 
trys to keep it at that. If the water depth 
drops any lower than 9 ft it enters 
critical zone. In that case, the Corp of 
Engineers has to dredge the area in 





Team. Without you fine team members 
and your truly cooperative attitude, we 
simply couldn’t get the job done. A big 
“Thank You” to all of you and your 
families who lend their support! 


hopes to bring the water back up to the 
safety level.” 


Dredging, sounding, and more 
dredging is exactly what was done. 
From the time the low water crisis was 
recognized around December 31 up to 
January 15, crew members of seven 
Coast Guard Rivertenders have worked 
day and night moving bouys and 
sounding areas; the Corp of Engineers 
have dredged over 18 sites in the Lower 
Mississippi River Valley, dredging that 
didn’t start until April last year. Por- 
tions of rivers have been closed, 
reopened, and restricted; and over 75 
groundings have been reported. 


The River Industry Action Committee 
(RIAC), a group of representatives of 
marine interests, has cautioned tow 
operators to lighten their loads so as not 
to exceed an 8.5 foot draft. 


As of January 13, southbound tows 
traveling between St. Louis, Mo., and 
Baton Rouge, La., are limited to a 20 
barge tow, and northbound tows are 
limited to a 25 barge tow with no more 
than 16 barges loaded with cargo. 


The effects of the low water has slowed 
up river movement and industry 
production considerably, but if the river 
water level continues to drop before a 
good rain or snowfall; the low water 
may slow up movement and production 
completely. 





River Closing Prevents Scioto’s Launching 


by PA3 Telfair H. Brown 

“‘Hey Chief what’s the word?!”’ yelled 
the first class from the deck of the 
drydocked cutter with an anxious look on 
his face. 

“Don’t know yet,”’ replied the Chief. 
“I’m still waiting for the word from 
LCDR Cox. He’s having a meeting with 
the shipyard authorities on the decision 
of whether she goes or not.”’ 

Ten minutes passed as I watched the 
crew work steadily; securing gear and 
making last minute preparations for a 
trip that has been long overdue. 

Minutes later, clearing through the 
steel and other apparatus of a shipyard 
maze walked LCDR W.R. Cox, Second 
District Naval Engineering Branch 
Chief, along with shipyard authorities. 
With the look of dissappointment on his 
face, Cox shook his head and said to the 
Chief: ‘‘No launch.”’ 

This scene took place at the Missouri 
Valley Shipyard in Levenworth, Kan., 
where the Coast Guard Cuter SCIOTO is 
drydocked and undergoing repairs. 

The SCIOTO sank March 2, 1979, when 
a large floe of ice rammed the cutter and 
snapped the mooring lines of the floating 
drydock it was tied to at the shipyard. 

SCIOTO was set to launch November 
3, 1980, for trial runs, to test the engines, 
and check repairs of the damaged hull. 
But, because of the insufficient amount 
of water in the Missouri River due to the 
water in the dams being turned off for 
the upcoing closing of the river, Cox 
explained that launching the cutter 
might have resulted in the inability to 
get it out of the water after completion of 
the trial runs. 

When I arrived at the shipyard 
Monday morning, November 3, to shoot 
pictures of the launching, I encountered 
a crew that was full of excitement and 
eagerness to get the proud ‘‘Guardian of 


the Western Missouri River’’ underway. 
Crewmen and shipyard workers 
scampered in and out of the vessel like 
ants building an ant hill, everyone happy 
and proud to be a part of SCIOTO’s 
resurrection. 

Inside the ship, machinery technicians 
were working on the engines and going 
over last minute details while other 
crewmen were securing gear for the big 
splash. 

As I wandered to the stern of the 
vessel, I stopped and spoke with SS1 
George M. Jannush, head of the deck 
force. Jannush said that the crew had 
worked hard to prepare the cutter for the 
launching. 

“This is a good crew,”’ said Jannush. 
“They came in on weekends, worked 
overtime, and are anxious to get un- 
derway.”’ 

Although SCIOTO has been high and 
dry for the last 18 months, the crew does 
get their share of training. 

“Training isn’t lost,’’ explained 
crewmember SA Julian Lake. ‘‘We are 
sent out on the OBION to work aids so 
that we don’t get rusty.” 

The Coast Guard Cutter OBION was 
sent from St. Louis (Group Upper 
Mississippi River) to replace SCIOTO 
until the cutter is repaired and able to 
perform its duties. 

All the present members aboard 
SCIOTO, except BMC Douglas G. 
Robinson, executive officer, and DC3 
Lawrence Canning, are new. The crew 
has yet to experience the comfort of 
their new home, but are in high spirits to 
do so. 

When the word came that the cutter 
W..5 not going to be launched there was a 
lot of disappointed and sad faces. A 
dream for which many waited over a 
year to come true dissipated with the 
outgoing tide. Motivation was lost for a 








few minutes but soon returned to the 
crew after BMCM George Moore, of- 
ficer-in-charge, made a positive an- 
nouncement of moving the cutter to 
another area of the shipyard and getting 
it ready for spring. 

Although I did not observe my very 
first ship launching as I had so eagerly 
anticipated on my trip to Leavenworth, I 
did return to St. Louis with the 
knowledge that when SCIOTO is finally 
launched this spring, she will be 
carrying an extremely proud, hard- 
working, and competent crew to run her. 

As one tired crewmember so aptly 
commented on the spring launching: 
“‘We’ll be ready.” 


While standing on the deck of the 


drydocked cutter SCIOTO, BMCM 
George Moore, officer-in-charge, views 
the river with despair prior to the an- 
ticipated morning launching. (Photo by 
PA3 Telfair H. Brown) 








PEOPLE ARE FRIENDLIER WHEN THEY’RE 


DRUNK. 


Maybe. But they're also more hostile, more danger- 
Be more criminal, moi > homicidal and more sui- 
.cidal. Half of all murders are alcohol-related. And one 


\third of all suicides. 


GIVE HIM BLACK COFFEE. 
THAT'LL SOBER HIM UP. 
Sure, in about five hours. Cold showers 
don’t work either. Only time can get th 
alcohol out of the system, as the liver 


metabolizes the alcohol. Slowly. 
There’s no way to hurry it. 
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Sangamon Takes Last Trip of the Year 


by YN2 Steven Hand:; 

The crew of the Coast Guard Cutter 
SANGAMON cheered as the cutter 
commenced its last trip of the year on 
December 1 working up the Mississippi 
River hoping to return to homeport 
before the river froze ahead of them. 

The Cutter SANGAMON is a 65 foot 
rivertender that works out of the Aids to 
Navigation Facility in East Peoria, Ill. 
Commanded by BMCM Donald E. 
Urquhart and run by a crew of ap- 
proximately 11 men, the SANGAMON 
pushes a 112 foot barge. On the deck of 
this barge bouys, both lighted and 
unlighted, are removed from the river, 
repaired, repainted, and replaced. 
Reaching shore aids maintained by the 
SANGAMON sometimes requires 
chopping through jungles of heavy 
brush. Extra bouys and other aids to 
navigation equipment are carried on the 
barge, as well as a 17 foot skiff. 

SANGAMON maintains an average of 
1200 bouys along 453 miles on the Upper 
Mississippi and Illinois Rivers. 
SANGAMON also maintains 176 private 
aids, and 313 shore aids, 234 of which are 


lighted. The cutter also performs night 
inspections of 48 bridges. During fiscal 
year 1980, SANGAMON conducted 23 
search and rescue operations, and has 
responded to seven SAR calls since 
October 1, 1980. 

In covering these 453 miles of river 


4 


system, the crew of SANGAMON wre~ x3 
in all types of weather conditions, from 
decks that will fry eggs in the summer to 
decks covered with a sheet of ice in the 
winter. The crew works 10-14 hours a 
day, seven days a week while underway. 


As SANGAMON started on its 
homeward journey, the river began to 
freeze. Ice was frequently seen floating 
down river. The back waters had 
already grown a shimmering surface of 
skim ice. As the sun’s rays sparkled and 
danced off the ice like twinkling stars, 
the crew’s thoughts turned to home, 
friends and relaxation. Soon a message 
would be sent to the Group Office in 
Keokuk, Iowa; ‘‘Moored home port, 
assumed winter moorings”’. The crew 
signs. WELL DONE SANGAMON. 


Cheap Airfaire Ends 


Flying around the United States can be 
a lot cheaper for members of the 
military on leave or pass. 

At least until the end of March, that is. 

For the period which started on 
October 15, 1980, and will end on March 
31, 1981, the Military Traffic 
Management Command negotiated an 
agreement with several major U.S. 
airlines for a 50 percent reduction in air 
coach fares. 

The reduction applies only to Service 
members on active duty traveling at 


a 


BM3 Jerry Godown (holding boathook) 
and SA Micheal Finn push bouy into 
position on the bouy deck. This scene 
took place during SANGAMON’s last 
trip of the year up the Mississippi River. 
(Photo by YN2 Steven Handy) 


On March 31, 1981 


their own expense and personnel who 
have been discharged from active duty 
whose travel is completed within seven 
days of discharge. 

Eleven carriers-American Airlines, 
United Airlines, US Air, Western 
Airlines, Continental, Braniff, Nor- 
thwest, Piedmont, Eastern, Pan 
American, and Trans World Airlines- 
offer the discounts on domestic routes. 
TWA and US Air apply the discount on 
all Jomestic routes, while the remaining 

continued on page 6 
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New Reserve Unit Commissioned in Paducah 


by LTJG Brian R. Conaway 
A long awaited transition took place 
December 13, 1980, as Coast Guard 
Reserve Detachment Paducah was 
commissioned as a Coast Guard Reserve 
Unit in ceremonies held outside the 
Katerjohn Building in Paducah. 


At 11 a.m. 16 enlisted and three of- 
ficers, all selected reservists in the 
United States Coast Guard, gathered on 
the front lawn to take part in the com- 
missioning ceremony, thus completing 
the last transition of becoming a 
separate entity-Coast Guard Reserve 
Unit Paducah. Previously, Paducah had 
served for two years as a detachment of 
Reserve Unit Owensboro, Ky. 

Honored guest speakers at the com- 
missioning included local dignitaries 
from the state and city governments 
along with RADM Norman C. Venzke, 
Second District Commander, whose 


From The 


Commandant 


Subj: The Suggestion Program and 
Energy Conservation 

Ref: (a) CG-409, Suggestion Manual 
COMMANDANT NOTICE 5305 


PURPOSE-This notice announces a 
special incentive to encourage all Coast 
Guard personnel to submit energy 
conservation ideas through the 
Suggestion Program. 


DISCUSSION-The need for energy 
conversation continues to be a pressing 
national issue which will require our 
best efforts to resolve. All Coast Guard 
personnel should be made fully aware of 
the urgent need for energy conservation 
as a national objective and to use the 
Suggestion Program to submit their 
energy conservation ideas for the benefit 
of the Coast Guard and/or the Federal 
Government. 


POLICY-To encourage Coast Guard 
personnel to share their ideas energy 
conservation, double the cash award 
normally allowed by reference (a) will 
be made for all adopted energy con- 
servation suggestions. This special 


command now includes the new unit. 
RADM Venzke stated in his remarks, “‘. . 
our reservists-citizens of Paducah and 
the surrounding communities, blend 
together into that unique American who 
is always standing ready to assist our 
fellowman in time of need. These in- 
dividuals are dedicating themselves to 
the humanitarian and national security 
missions of the Coast Guard. In this 
respect they are true descendants of the 
original minutemen .. .” 


LCDR Donald R. Payne, CGRU 
Paducah’s first commanding officer, is 
responsible for training the unit to fulfill 
its assigned mobilization responsibilities 
and to provide augmentation support to 
Marine Safety Office Paducah and other 
Coast Guard commands in response to 
any domestic emergency requirements. 
The units augmentation of MSO 
Paducah is directed toward fostering 


RADM Norman C. Venzke, Second Coast 
Guard District Commander, addresses 
reservists of Coast Guard Reserve Unit 
Paducah, families, and news media, at 
the unit’s commissioning December 13, 
in Paducah. (Photo by LTJG Brian R. 
Conaway, USCG) 


safe marine transportation on the Ohio 
River while maintaining environmental 
quality. 


Deck crewmen aboard the CGC Cheyenne, (left to right) BM3 Steve Adams, SN Jim 
Mott, BM3 Tyler Pendleton, and SA Bruce Edwards keep a watchful eye on a Nun 
Bouy retrieved from the banks and dragged upbound Missouri River. This nun bouy 
was one of many bouys removed or replaced from the Missouri River during 
preparations for the Missouri River closing December 1. (Photo by PA3 Telfair H. 


Brown) 


incentive applies to energy conservation 
suggestions received from the date of 
this Notice until 31 December 1981. 

ACTION-Area and District Com- 
manders, Commanding Officers of 


Headquarters Units, and Commander, 
Coast Guard Activities, Europe shall 
inform their assigned of the provisions of 
this Notice and encourage their active 
participation. 





Disaster Drill Brings St. Louis 
City Agencies Together 


by PA3 Telfair H. Brown 

Two units from the Second Coast 
Guard District were involved in a city- 
wide disaster drill held recently in St. 
Louis. 

The purpose of the drill was to provide 
an opportunity for agencies within the 
city to train at responding to a natural 
disaster. The drill was designed so that 
three areas within St. Louis were struck 
by a tornado. (St. Louis Riverfront, 
Forest Park, and Senior Citizen 
Building) 

Participating in the drill were per- 
sonnel from the Coast Guard Marine 
Safety Office St. Louis and personnel 
from the Second Coast Guard District 
Public Affairs Office, along with 
numerous (city, state, and private) 
agencies (i.e. St. Louis Fire Department 
and the Red Cross Disaster Team). The 
victims were played by approximately 
200 students from high schools and 
colleges throughout the city of St. Louis. 

One week prior to the drill, the par- 
ticipating agencies met to review the 
procedures and discuss all problems 
that may arise during the drill. One 
week later, the stages were set and at 2 
p.m. the drill got underway. 

The entire drill lasted 2 hours and 
consisted of many simulated scenes, 
such as the ringing of the Civil Defense 
Fire Alarm and the sighting of over- 
turned trucks. Other parts of the drill 
were half simulated and half real. For 
example, the victims were tagged with 
instructions that supplied the rescuers 
with the necessary information as to the 
nature of the injury. 

The scene in which the Coast Guard 
participated was held on the riverfront. 
MSO St. Louis personnel unit arrived on 
scene first and sighted two tank trucks 
overturned (simulated). One truck was 
on fire and another was spilling a 
chemical into the Mississippi River. 
(simulated) The spilling chemical 
Chlorsulfonic Acid forms strongly 
irritating gas upon contact with water. 
But for drilling purposes, colored dye 
was substituted for the acid. 

MSO personnel immediately began to 
assess the situation and get the 
necessary people on scene. All agencies 
and disaster control units were notified 


by the MSO’s port security personnel 
and the city’s Emergency Operations 
Center. 


While the fire was being contained by 
the fire department and rescuers 
evacuated the victims, MSO people 
remained on scene to pass information 
and make recommendations to city 
agencies concerning special handling of 
the hazardous chemical. 


The media (radio, television, and 
newspaper, etc.,) on scene was handled 
by the staff of the Second Coast Guard 
District Public Affairs Office. To allow 
actual coverage by television and 
newspaper reporters, some of the more 
restrictive procedures normally used 
during an actual disaster of this nature 
were not imposed. 

The critique held one week later was 
dominated with discussions of slow 
response, poor communications, and 
outdated safety procedures. But every 
agency representative present agreed 
that the drill was highly successful in 
exposing these problems before a real 
disaster occurs. As one city official 
stated at the critique’s end, “It’s a 
crying shame we haven’t held this drill 
more often. I wonder if other cities are 
as poorly prepared to respond as we 
were?”’ 


RUTLEDGE cont. from pg. 1 
Houston, Commanding Officer and 
NASA Lisison Officer (1972-74); C. G. 
Air Station Elizabeth City, Commanding 
Officer (1974-76); Headquarters, Chief, 
Congressional Affairs Staff (USCG) and 
Chief, Marine Division Congressional 
Affairs Staff (DOT) (1974-79); Second 
District, Chief, Operations Division 
(1979-80). 

HARTMAN cont. from pg. 1 
Commanding Officer (1974-77); Second 
District, Chief, Boating Safety Division 
(1977-1980). 

On May 7, 1969 then Commander 
HARTMAN served as the aircraft 
commander of the first Coast Guard 
aircraft (HC-130 1453) to fly over the 
north pole. 

SMITH cont. from pg. 1 

During his tour as Boating Affairs 
Branch Chief, Cdr. SMITH has 
established himself as one of the Coast 
Guard’s foremost authorities on 
hypothermia and cold water survival 
(see next R. C. for feature on this topic). 





continued from page 4 

carriers offer the discount on selected 
routes. However most of these airlines 
offer a 25 percent discount on routes not 
covered by the larger discount. Twenty- 
four other airlines also offer a 25 percent 
furlough fare discount. 

To obtain the discount, you must show 
your green identification card or a copy 
of separation orders when purchasing 
the tickets. For more information, 
contact the airlines reservation agent. 
Don’t miss this chance to save! 


GM2 Joseph Baier helps BM3 Keith Gitter buckle-up his harness on his Scott Air 
Pak. Baier and Gitter, both of MSO St. Louis, participated in the St. Louis City-Wide 
Disaster Drill. (Photo by PA3 Telfair H. Brown) 





LAFRA’S Donations 


Since reinders don’t land on buoy 
decks, Santa Claus had some delivery 
assistance from the Ladies Auxiliary 
Fleet Reserve Association (LAFRA) 
unit 267 of Lambert Field St. Louis this 
past Christmas holiday. 

Across, Mrs. Ruth L. McConnaugher, 
president, presents Christmas hams to 
BM3 Andy Smart, YN3 Scott Donham, 
and SA Jeff Hendrix, all crew members 
aboard the Coast Guard Cutter OBION, 
as other members of LAFRA look on. 

This year all married personnel, E-5 
and below stationed on board the cutters 
OBION, CHEYNNE, and SUMAC 
received hams from LAFRA. Fourteen 
hams were given in total. 

LAFRA is a non-profit organization 
formed largely by women whose 
husbands are retired from the military. 
LAFRA is also one of the strongest 
supporters for higher military pay. 
Closer to home, unit 267 will gladly help 
any military family in need of a steady 


Hail To The Coast Guard 


(Reprinted with permission of the Tulsa 
Tribune) 


A luxury cruise liner is champagne, 
caviar, a dance band and wooden horse 
races. It is also fuel, fire doors and the 
level of a crew’s response to an 
emergency. A ship is a ship, whether the 
SANTA MARIA, the TITANIC or the 
QUEEN E II, and the heaving oceans 
have an insatible appetite for heedless 
human beings. 


Dutch steamship officials will, in a 
manner of speaking be replaying the 
game tapes in the abandonment of the 
PRINSENDAM, following its un- 
controlled fire off the coast of Alaska. 
Much they won’t like. Fires on a modern 
ship do not spread without human error. 
Tales on a modern ship do not spread 
without human error. Tales of panicky 
crew members, pushing aside aged 
passengers in an effort to get into the 
helicopter baskets, will need careful 
examination. 


But ‘‘A” grades will go to the U.S. 
Coast Guard and the crew of the 
rescuing tanker, WILLIAMSBURGH. 


The Coast Guard idea was born a 
century and a half ago when English 
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hand. Some of LAFRA’s other donations 
in the past have been gifts to St. Louis 
area Veterans hospitals, U.S. Public 
Health Service, Scott Air Force Base 


Medical Center, the Bellefountaine State 
Hospital, and the CGC Blackthorn 
Memorial Fund. (Photo by PA3 Beth 
Smith) 


Small Arms Expert Discovered 


PSCM Obie G. Pressley, Coast Guard 
Reserve Unit St. Louis B, attended the 


September Small Arms Instructor 
School at Reserve Training Center 
Yorktown. While at the School, he fired 
expert with the .45 caliber pistol, .38 
caliber pistol, M16 Rifle and 12-GA riot 
shotgun. In doing this Master Chief 
Pressley was awarded the Hi-Rifle 
Trophy as top qualifier of the class. 


On completion of the course, Master 
Chief Pressley obtained the Range 
Instructor Qualification Code (H H). In 
addition, he qualified to train 
judgemental pistol shooting and the use 
and application of the Curb-60 Riot 
Control Agent. A hearty ‘“‘well done,” 
Master Chief Pressley. 





anti-smuggler patrols began rescuing 
shipwrecked sailors. The service spread 
to the United States and has since been 
highly developed by the Canadians and 
Japanese. 

It is often a lonely service, par- 
ticularly in Alaska. There are weeks of 
dull routine and stormtossed cruising. 


But the response of the Coast Guard 
helicopters in the dangerous transfer of 
the PRINSENDAM passengers and 
crew in tough weather without the loss of 
a single life was superb. With all the 
criticism of the state of readiness of our 
armed services, we can take pride in one 
service that really shone. 





81 Basketball Season 


The Second District basketball team 
opened in their first game of the 1980 
Granite City Army Depot league with a 
disappointing loss to the Army Air Force 
Exchange Service (AAFES) team, 71-51. 
GMC Randall White, team coach, was 
pleased with his team’s aggressiveness 
and spirit against a team which has been 
league champions the last three years. 

RIVER CURRENTS wishes our 
Coasties the best of luck the remainder 
of the season. 


High scorer of the Coast Guard team - 
Jim Bowen, takes a lean backward and 
prepares for a shot at the freethrow line 
while referree ENS. Frank Thibeault 
(osr) stands by. 


Team members are: 

YN1 Dennis Laughlin - District 
Reserve 

SK3 Marty Daniels - District Reserve 

SNSK Jim Bowen - District Comp- 
troller Division 

SK2 Jesse Ogden - District Comp- 
troller Division 

SK2 Rodney Brown - Recruiting 

LTJG John R, Lynch - District Aids to 
Navigation 

RM2 Willie Brown - Communication 
Center 

SN Charles Hershey - Personnel 
Division 


Under the basket is a dangerous piace to 
be as members of both teams prepare to 
go for the ball if the result of this shot by 
an AAFES member is unsuccessful. 


SK2 Micheal Jones - Boating Safety 
Division 

LT Patrick Hoopes - 
Environmental Protection 

LTJG David Woerner - Marine Safety 
Office St. Louis 

SN Dan Savory - Base St. Louis 

SA Kirk B. Rineheart - Base St. Louis 

FA Farris C. Smith - Coast Guard 
Cutter OBION 

MK2 William T. Bailey - Coast Guard 
Cutter SUMAC 

TEAM RECORD STATUS UP TO 
JANUARY 15 - Win Loss 

a 2 


Marine 


SK3 Marty Daniels fingerolls for another 
two points.... 








DISTRICT COMMANDER—RADM Norman C. 
Venzke 

CHIEF OF STAFF—CAPT Thomas H. Rutledge 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER—LT Louis M. 
Farrell 

ASSISTANT PUBLIC 
FICER—PA2 Alan K. Burd 
EDITOR—PAS3 Telfair H. Brown 
STAFF—PA3 Beth Smith 


AFFAIRS  OF- 


An authorized publication, RIVER 
CURRENTS is published under the direction of 
the Second Coast Guard District Public Affairs 
Office. Views and opinions expressed are not 


necessarily those of the Department of Tran- 
sportation or the U.S. Coast Guard. RIVER 
CURRENTS shall not be considered as authority 
for any official action and is non-record 
material. 


RIVER CURRENTS is published bi-month- 
ly with a circulation of 2100 and reproduced by 
offset printing. News and feature articles are 
solicited from all Coast Guard personnel. 
Address all correspondence to: Editor, RIVER 
CURRENTS, Commander (dpa), U.S. Coast 
Guard, 1430 Olive Street, St. Louis, Missouri 
63103. Phone No. (314) 425-4627. 
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